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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Fall is a beautiful time up North when the 

leaves change into their vibrant colors. As I 

reminisce about my high school days, on the 

evening before Thanksgiving Day, my 

classmates and I would go to downtown 

Yonkers in Getty Square and walk back to 

Gorton High School in North Yonkers for a PEP 

rally to support our football players.  

Thanksgiving Day was the football game, all of 

us were out there cheering for our players. 

Then we would head home to the 

mouthwatering aroma permeating from the 

kitchen. God was good to our family to have 

plenty of food on the table. 

In 1941, Congress established the fourth 

Thursday of November to be observed annually 

as a family day of love and sharing and giving 

thanks. Many today think “thank you” is a 

foreign language, that we deserve service, and 

everyone should be at our beck and call. To 

acknowledge a favor or service rendered with a 

simple word of appreciation is unnecessary and 

beneath us. 

Everyday should be Thanksgiving Day. We enjoy 

all the freedoms gained for us by those who went 

before us…some on the battlefields in distant 

lands.  Our nation has been the envy of the world 

because of good people and God’s grace. Do you 

always remember to say “thanks”? Give thanks to 

the Lord, for He is good, for his mercy endures 

forever. Psalm 136:1.  

Best wishes for a very Happy Thanksgiving!        

                                        Pat Carol, President     

                                                            

SPIRITUALITY 

In November, our Fall Festival, “Adopt an Angel” 

project, Bingo, and Thanksgiving celebrations 

seem to call into action all the “Marthas” of CCW. 

In fact, that’s most of us! We need to remember 

that our spiritual life and our secular life cannot 

be two parallel lives, but one life grafted on the 

vine of which Jesus is the head. Real friendship 

with the Lord will unfailingly enrich all our 

actions. The absence of that friendship will 

devalue and impoverish whatever we do. That’s 

when we need to hear the Lord’s words to 

Martha: “One thing is needful.”  This month take 

time to visit Jesus in our Eucharistic Chapel. Sit in 

His presence and thank Him for the enormous gift 

He has given us – Himself! Then become fully 

engrossed in our CCW tasks knowing that our 

“heart” Guest is blessing our service to others. 

(Chapel hours – 9am - 3pm)   

                                            Eve Brooks, Spirituality 



Why Do We Call Priests “Father”? 

Catholics are unique because our dads are not 

the only men, we call father. We also address 

each of our priests the same way. While our 

priests are not our biological fathers, they are 

our spiritual fathers. Just as a father leads his 

family and protects them from harm, so do our 

priests guide and defend us, the people of God 

entrusted to their care.  They also provide us 

with the spiritual nourishment we need to grow 

in holiness and ultimately reach Heaven:  in 

particular, the nourishment of the Eucharist and 

the healing power of Confession.   

A good priest cares for his spiritual family and 

holds himself accountable for their spiritual 

wellbeing. While we see them most frequently 

serving Mass, they also hear confessions, 

provide spiritual direction, visit and anoint the 

sick, help couples prepare for marriage, baptize 

and much more. During their daily prayer and 

Liturgy of the Hours, they are praying and 

interceding for us and our intentions, placing 

our needs and petitions at the feet of the 

Father, God. 

We call priests “father” because of their 

spiritual leadership in that great family which 

makes up the Body of Christ. In this month of 

thanksgiving, remember the priests who over 

the years have sacrificed an earthly life to serve 

you and help lead your soul to heaven.  

Excerpt from the Catholic Company “Get Fed 

Bite-Sized Faith”, March 2014. 

************************************** 

The gospels, the most beautiful stories given to 

man, were written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John telling of Jesus Christ and the mission 

for which he was on. 

What is the Gospel According to YOU! 

You are to write a gospel, a chapter each day, 

By deeds that you do, by words that you say. 

People read what you write, whether faithless 

or true 

Say, what is the gospel according to you? 

 

Men read and admire the gospel of Christ, 

With its love so unfailing and true, 

But what do they say, and what do they think 

Of the gospel according to you? 

 

It’s a wonderful story, that gospel of love, 

As it shines in the Christ-life divine, 

And oh, that its truth might be told again 

In the story of your life and mine! 

 

Unselfish mirrors in every scene, 

Love blossoms on every sod, 

And back from its vision the heart comes to tell 

The wonderful goodness of God. 

 

You are writing each day a letter to men; 

Take care that the writing is true. 

It’s the only gospel some men will read,  

That gospel according to YOU! 

 

- Author Unknown - 

 

From A Day of Spiritual Reflection, Fr. Gabriel 

Ghanoum, January 25, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Start saving those quarters now so 

you are prepped and ready to go for 

next month’s Quarter Auction being 

held in the Parish Hall on Friday, December 10th, 

2021. This popular fund-raiser will begin at 6:00 

P.M. and go to 9:30 P.M. Paddles are $1.00 

each.  Bring a friend, a bag full of quarters and 

enjoy fun, laughter, and a chance to bid on 

great prizes! 

 

               
 

Christmas is just around the corner and 

preparation for the CCW holiday festivities are 

under way. The formal Christmas party is slated 

for Thursday, December 9th at Harbor Place 

here in Port St. Lucie. The meal selection is 

either chicken francaise or salmon with dill 

sauce.  There will also be a table setup if you 

would like to bring your favorite wine, cheese, 

and crackers to enjoy and share. Tickets are 

$24.00.  All the names of those who wish to 

attend, along with entree selection and 

payment, needs to be in no later than 

November 30th. Please contact Anne Arnold, 

732-948-3496, or Marie Middaugh, 772-398-

6037, for additional details.  

 

The informal Christmas luncheon is scheduled 

for Friday, December 17th in the Parish Hall.  

This is a potluck event so bring your favorite 

side dish, salad, and dessert to share.  Pat Wahl 

is generously providing a turkey and a ham, so 

this is going to be a real feast!  Barbara 

Fernandez is coordinating this event.  Please 

contact her at 908-591-4904 or 

bfernandez@hotmail.com. 

 

This year’s “Take a Sister to Brunch” is Saturday, 

December 4th, 2021, at St. Matthews Church in Lake 

Worth.  Past PBDCCW President Donna Mahoney 

(1993-1995) spearheaded this event that recognizes 

the religious sisters and cloistered nuns of our 

Diocese. Affiliation members are invited to attend 

the luncheon which, in recent years, was held at St. 

Matthews with the top-notched chef, Fr. Clem 

Hammerschmitt, presiding in the kitchen. 

Affiliations are asked to sponsor at least one sister 

and to help provide a nominal gift for each, usually 

a gift card. Contact Elizabeth Walters, 772-879-

2639, lizwalters72@hotmail.com 

 for details. 

 

We are happy to report that Saint Lucie 

CCW will be joining us again this year in our angel 

program. Children’s names are now available.  

Please contact Barbara Pray early at 772-398-1357 

or iamapray@bellsouth.net, if you wish to 

participate or have questions regarding this 

program. 

 

DRUMROLL, PLEASE!  The October 15th Bingo 

made…$1505! The Chinese auction continues 

to be a great money maker.  We offer great 

prizes because our CCW ladies donate beautiful 

gifts. If you have any unwanted items after 

Christmas, please think of donating them to Bingo. 

Items both big and small can be put together for a 

knockout basket. A special thanks to Pat Wahl, our 

kitchen wizard. She took 30 pounds of hamburger 

meat and transformed it into sloppy joes for 120 

people. Pat and her kitchen staff continue to feed 

our hungry Bingo customers quickly and efficiently 

to keep the served food hot. CCW rocks when it 

comes to our volunteers. 

                               Barbara Pray, Bingo Chairperson 

 

If anyone is interested in donating to the 

PBDCCW Scholarship Program, please contact 

Elizabeth Walters, the Program Co-Chair, at 

772-879-2639, lizwalters72@hotmail.com 
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SERVICE 

 

The St. Jude Recycling Program is still accepting 

the fronts of recyclable used greeting cards 

except for Hallmark, American Greetings and 

Disney due to copyright laws. They also will take 

new cards (any occasion) with or without 

envelopes. This program provides teens with 

life and work skills as well as helping children 

and youth break the cycle of abuse, 

abandonment, and neglect.  

Note:  CCW will not be collecting soup labels as 

the schools are no longer participating in this 

program. 

                    Terri Shipko, Service Chairperson 

 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE NEWS 

January 11th to March 11th, 2022 

 

This is a list of legislative priorities just 

released by the Florida bishops. They 

are LIFE, EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE, FAMILY 

AND SOCIAL CONCERNS. I will be reporting on 

each policy over the next three months. 

In LIFE:  the true moral test of society is how the 

weakest and most vulnerable members are 

treated. 

In EDUCATION:  the Church supports the rights 

of parents to select the school they deem best 

for their children. 

In HEALTH CARE: as a basic human right 

necessary for a healthy and just society.  The 

Church supports ensuring accessible quality 

health care for all. 

In FAMILY and SOCIAL CONCERNS:  As the 

family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the 

world. Every person has a fundamental right to 

life and to that which is required for human 

decency. 

Stay tuned for upcoming reports! 

 

Bonita (Bonnie) Lay, M.A., Legislative Advocate 

In commemoration of the 101st Anniversary of 

the National Council of Catholic Women a 

“spiritual birthday cake” was 

baked during the October 2nd 

PBDCCW 2021 Leadership 

Convention. 

The batter is the members, the 

foundation for building the 

cake. The layers are the various 

partnerships: The four Deanery 

affiliations; the PBDCCW; Florida CCW; the 

National CCW, governing and passing on 

information to the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops; and the World Union Council of 

Catholic Women (WUCWO), their voice on the 

international level. The candles on the cake 

represent the PBDCCW projects. When you 

bring it all together, we have a beautiful cake 

that we all helped to bake and decorate.  

         Aleen Stanton, Florida Catholic Contributor 

Pope Francis Prayer to St. Joseph 

Hail Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

To you God entrusted His Only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself 

As father and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and 

defend us from evil.  Amen. 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

Patty Heitzman      1        Karen Ryan           19 

Helen Mahony       1 Mary Greenwood       20 

Barbara Pray          7 Jeanne Hebert            22 

Sandra Clark           9        Carmen Parrilla          22 

Jene Matheson      9 Diane Gertz                 23 

Julia McAninley    10 Doreen Van Buren     23 

Cassie Elliston       11 Jean Sheridan-Maes  25 

Dolores Markee    12 Millicent Nicoll           26 

Patricia S. White   17    Virginia Dunn              30  

 

 

 


